Brief comment text:

The 915 MHZ band is in active use by people such as myself who keep small radio devices for continuing communication in case of a need to communicate where cellular coverage is not sufficient, as well as in emergency situations often involving a natural disaster.

As most people have incredibly busy lives, HAM radio is not sufficient to continue communications with family. The time it takes to study and take that test is a barrier to entry. Often, only few members of a given community think much about emergency preparedness anyway. The ability to hand off a device to family or anyone in a group at an as needed basis is crucial for this reason.

In particular, I was raised in Omaha, Arkansas where there was a major snowstorm that knocked out power for that town for multiple weeks. That's a core memory for me that motivates my emergency preparedness stance in daily life. That town is covered in hills and doesn't have very good cellular penetration anyway, but the less people driving in that incliment weather the better and being able to get the status of the few people out and about getting supplies via prepared relay stations, means if those few people do run off the road due to black ice, the people who stayed behind, can call for help on their behalf.

GoTenna was/is an early device that took advantage of this band for the emergency preparedness use-case, however since then the more open LoRa standard has become available and it is most commonly interfaced with the meshtastic application and firmware. 

So please, do not take away this band from us.
